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DETAILED ACTION 
Double Patenting 

1 . The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. See In re Goodman, 1 1 
F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 

USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 
1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970);and, In re Thorington, 
418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321(c) may be 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double 
patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly 
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 

2. Claims 21-28 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of double 
patenting over Claims 1-12 of U. S. Patent No. 6,738,515 since the claims, if allowed, 
would improperly extend the "right to exclude" already granted in the patent. 

The subject matter claimed in the instant application is fully disclosed in the 
patent and is covered by the patent since the patent and the application are claiming 
common subject matter, as follows: 
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The subject matter recited in Claims 21-28 of the instant application is a broad 
version and encompasses all limitations of Claims 1-12 of U. S. Patent No. 6,738,515. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and 
the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when 
the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed 
before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 21-23 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Scanlon (U.S. 5,850,480). 

Regarding Claim 21, Scanlon discloses a character string matching apparatus for 
effecting a process for matching between a first character string, which comprises a 
plurality of characters as a result of a recognition of characters, and a second character 
string, which comprises a plurality of characters stored in a dictionary in advance, 
comprising: 

a first table for specifying types of the characters appearing in the first character 
string and orders of the characters appearing in the first character string (Figure 2, Raw 
OCR 220; Column 7, Lines 49-59; Figure 3, Raw OCR 320; Column 13, Lines 44-59); 

a second table comprising a memory, in which a calculated value of each of the 
components of various types of second character strings to be matched with respect to 
the first character string in the direction of the second character string is stored, the 
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second table being caused to correspond to the orders of appearance and types of the 
characters specified by the first table (Figure 2, Selected Lexicon Chair Strings 230; 
Column 7, Lines 60-67, Column 8, Lines 1-8; Figure 3, Selected Lexicon Character 
Strings 330; Column 13, Lines 60-67, Column 14, Lines 1-9); 

voting means for casting a vote to the second table with respect to each of the 
characters of the first character string which has been input based on a correspondency 
of the first table with the second table (Column 4, Lines 18-32; Figure 2, Distance 
Values 240; Column 8, Lines 9-21; Figure 3, Distance values 340, Column 14, Lines 10- 
28); and 

determining means for determining whether or not the first character string and 
the second character string are matched based on a result of voting to the second table 
as a result of the voting by said voting by the voting means executed with respect to all 
of the characters of the first character string (Figure 4, Selected Lexicon Character 
Strings 430; Column 23, Lines 24-61 ; Figures 5A-5E and 6A-6E). 

Regarding Claim 22, Scanlon further discloses the character string matching 
apparatus according to Claim 21, wherein the first character string has recognized 
characters each having similarity, the second character string includes characters which 
are registered in a dictionary, and the voting means casts a vote weighted based on the 
similarity of each of the recognized characters of the first character string (Figures 2-4; 
Column 7, Lines 49-67, Column 8, Lines 1-8; Column 13, Lines 44-67, Column 14, 
Lines 1-9). 

Regarding Claim 23, Scanlon further discloses the character string matching 
method according to Claim 22, wherein the voting means does not cast a vote where 
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the similarity of each the recognized characters of the first character string is lower than 
a predetermined level (Figure 5A; Column 8, Lines 62-67, Column 9, Lines 1-18). 

With regards to Claim 25, arguments analogous to those presented for Claim 21 
are applicable to Claim 25. 

With regards to Claim 26, arguments analogous to those presented for Claim 22 
are applicable to Claim 26. 

With regards to Claim 27, arguments analogous to those presented for Claim 23 
are applicable to Claim 27. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 24 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Scanlon (U.S. 5,850,480) in view of Lopresti et al (U.S. 6,047,093). 

Scanlon does not expressly disclose further limitations recited in Claim 24 
wherein the first character string includes character candidates each having the priority 
order, the second character string includes characters which are registered in a 
dictionary, and the voting means casts votes weighed based on the priority order of the 
character candidate of the first character string. 

Lopresti et al disclose means for enhancing optical character recognition of 
character strings comprising a first pattern string that is a first character string including 
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character candidates each having the priority order, a second pattern string that 
includes characters which are registered in a dictionary, and a voting means for casting 
votes weighted based on the priority order of the character candidate of the first 
character string (Figures 7, 8A and 8B; Column 10, Lines 41-67, Column 11, Lines 1- 
55). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Scanlon's invention according to the teachings of Lopresti 
et al to implement further limitations of Claim 24 because it will increase the accuracy of 
pattern matching system and will expand the versatility of the character string matching 
system to provide more reliable recognition results. 

With regards to Claim 28, arguments analogous to those presented for Claim 24 
are applicable to Claim 28. 

Other prior art cited 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 6,131,102 to Potter; 
U.S. Patent 5,963,666 to Fujisaki et al. 

Contact Information 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mehrdad Dastouri whose telephone number is (703) 
305-2438. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.. 



Application/Control Number: 10/813,526 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2623 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amelia Au can be reached on (703) 308-6604. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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